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A brave new world!
As Ireland and the world look to reducing emissions to reverse the 
worst effects of global warming and possibly having to live with 
cycles of Pandemics into the future, transport is front and centre as 
one of the main problems and solutions. The simple solution is to 
reduce the number of cars on our roads and get people into electric 
buses and trains operated on a national network of services. So it 
would be expected that we would up our game to provide these 
buses and trains you would think, but no, a recent proposal is to 
price cars out of our cities by increasing parking charges by 300%! 

Then what, let them walk? 

Sounds a little like a previous solution by a state company to a 
problem, get rid of the service if we cannot make it work because of 
our high cost base!

FOTO, through it’s business arm iBus, lodged extensive submissions 
over the last 13 years to Government and the National Transport 
Authority (NTA), on what a National Network of Services would look 
like. 

2013:  iBus plc , the business arm of FOTO, submitted a blueprint to 
the NTA for a National Network of Private Hire Services. It detailed 
plans to integrate the 6,250 school transport routes all over Ireland 
as the basis for a truly comprehensive network that would serve rural 
Ireland. 

2013: We issued a Prospectus and invitation to over 1,500 bus 
and coach owners in Ireland to purchase Loan Notes in iBus plc to 
enable small to medium bus and coach owners to be a part of this 
national network of services

2016: FOTO/iBus proposed using electric buses on 25% of the 
School Transport Scheme to the Department of Education 

2016 On the 31st May 2016 FOTO/iBus lodged a further submission 
to the NTA expanding on its national network of services through 
unique iBus Hubs all over the country with 5 major Hubs in the GDA 
from where electric buses every 15 minutes would serve the capital 
city. 

 
But once again Government, the Department of Transport et al, 
would not budge and most certainly would not allow private bus 
and coach operators own or manage these Hubs or services, or gain 
any advantage over the state companies, and so, we had to wait and 
wait, lodge submission after submission. 

In 2019 we commissioned a major research document that runs to 
300 pages but again no interest, except to pronounce that what we 
were talking about would mean we would have more buses than 
Dublin Bus! Oh horror of horrors!!

Now that our Government must up their game and show their efforts 
to reduce emissions in the fight against global warming they have 
announced that they intend boosting rural services, maybe by 2 or 3 
more local link services! This certainly does not sound like a serious 
attempt to connect the whole of Ireland through a national network 
of services that will attract people out of their cars. It doesn’t look 
like a serious attempt to reduce emissions either, I would have 
thought the main congestion problem and greatest emissions issues 
were in our main cities? Our proposals included iBus Hubs in all our 
major cities, 5 in the GDA. If we are serious about providing a public 
transport network that will take the majority of cars off our roads, we 
must provide the infrastructure.

Providing parking in a field on the outskirts of our cities will not do 
it. We must provide proper facilities; secure 24-hour parking, free! 
Charging points for hundreds of cars; charging points for buses; 
modern “Termini” with facilities the same as our airports. We will not 
attract people out of their cars to wait in the cold and wet at some 
bus stop. They must be looked after and they must have the choice 
of 40 services every hour to every facility and service that they want 
to go, not where the bus is going to.

If Government is brave enough to build these Hubs, I wish them 
well, if they are not, talk to us, together we can! If Government is 
serious about getting people out of their cars, we must make it easy 
for them, not penalise them with 300% increases in parking fees and 
no services!

Provide the first class services first then introduce the penalties!
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National Network of Services: 
Private bus and coach operators know rural Ireland and 
everyone in it!

Private Bus and Coach operators are trusted every day with 
almost 200,000 children. These children live in remotest 
Ireland, we could bring their mum, dad, grandparents or 
siblings to the nearest iBus Hub that will connect them to 
the next larger iBus Hub. The services from this Hub will 
take them to the nearest county town or city. These Hubs 
will connect to the main Hubs in our larger cities and the 
5 major Hubs in the GDA for their onward journey to the 
hospital, university, weekly working appointment or just a 
special bit of shopping! So why not join up some of our 
local services, our Schools Transport where it would work 
or suit. Let’s be flexible, innovative, brave.

If we are serious about getting people out of cars make 
it attractive, comfortable, safe for them and for their 
possessions. To get people out of their cars they must 
know where the bus is going without getting wet, cold. 
They must have the facility of having a coffee while they 
wait, their car charged, a toilet, communications centre, 
security, safety AND where parking their car will NOT cost 
a fortune.

Do not exclude Irish Private bus and 
coach operators with terms and conditions.

Is it Government policy to exclude small to medium bus 
and coach operators, even our larger operators? 

Each and every Irish bus and coach operator must be 
allowed to be involved in the delivery of our national 
transport options. They should not be excluded through 
ridiculous terms and conditions set down by a tendering 
process which insist on minimum turnover levels that 
could only be achieved by the state companies or larger 
operators from abroad.



Each and every small to medium bus and coach operator 
must prepare for the tendering of each and every route 
that presents itself locally. Eventually these will link into 
the national network proposed by FOTO/iBus and you 
must be a part of this. iBus or FOTO cannot do this for 
you. iBus and FOTO can only bring forward what should 
be done, what needs to be done, AND, that you should 
be doing it.

You have to do it!

FOTO/iBus has made the case for you and finally there 
is movement towards a national network of services.  
Our vision is that they start in our remotest places where 
people live, and brings them home again - the bus has 
arrived - your opportunity has arrived!

It may well be that the NTA will only piecemeal this and 
add a little service here and there, possibly 3 or so in each 
little area where they have a local link service, but you 
must be ready to tender for these. The bigger picture 
as presented by FOTO/Ibus will come to fruition some 
day and you will need to be ready for this through the 
knowledge of the tendering process, the viability and 
opportunity of these local routes when they one day join 
up and become a National Network of Services.

Much is changing. This change is happening much faster 
now, driven by climate control, fuel prices and Covid, 
every day. How we work and travel in the future, near 
future, must change with these. Gone are the days where 
changes in transport in Ireland took years, decades even, 

and you had all the time in the world. You could dawdle 
along with a school transport contract and a bit of private 
hire, but, these will not be commercially viable as stand 
alone. Covid and climate change have changed the game, 
the game might be played or it might not be played, 
that is the future, and only a flexible bespoke service is 
sustainable.
The on/off nature of international travel affecting tourism, 
the on/off for the concert, the school tour, even the bingo 
session makes for a very unpredictable future transport 
model. The future transport model will need to be flexible 
to meet this on/off uncertain future that Covid and climate 
change bring. Flexibility is key and therein lies the strength 
of the small to medium bus and coach operator.

Be ready…….Be Brave!
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J.F.Dunne Insurances Office
opening hours over the holiday period

December 23rd  9am to 5pm
December 24th  Closed
December 27th & 28th  Closed
December 29th, 30th, 31st  9am to 3pm
January 3rd  Closed
January 4th  9am to 5pm

Our 24 hour email service is available to you for any emergency change of vehicle you need to make to 
your motor insurance policy with us outside of our office hours:- insure@jfd.ie

Death of long serving FOTO 
Consultant Frank King R.I.P.
We learned of the sudden death of our long time consultant 
to FOTO, Frank King, with great sorrow some two months ago 
now. Frank became a very good friend and wise counsel to 
many bus and coach operators up and down the country. Frank 
served with distinction on a number of Government bodies 
representing FOTO and he was well respected for his deep 
knowledge of passenger transport gained through his former 
position as Regional Manager of Bus Eireann in the South East.

Frank and I travelled to every corner of Ireland over our years 
working together for FOTO and representing the interests of 
bus and coach operators.

Frank will be missed by all here in FOTO and we extend our 
sincere sympathy to his wife Mary and family.

John Dunne

A message from 
J.F.Dunne Insurances
We all know the effect that Covid-19 has had on our lives 
first hand. Lockdowns and restrictions have had huge impact 
on the PSV industry in Ireland. Those fortunate enough to 
have been on contract with Bus Eireann (following extensive 
representation by FOTO to Government) were looked after 
with 50% of income being provided. Those with independent 
contracts received little or no payment from their contract 
partners and had to get by on the PUP and we are sorry 
that despite our best efforts, Government would not budge, 
maybe because the state companies were not involved? The 

big question for everyone is where are we going, what will the 
next twelve months look like, how big an impact is the Omicron 
variant going to have, how many more variants are going to 
emerge and are any of them going to be serious enough to 
warrant further shutdowns. All these questions are exercising us 
but you can be sure that J.F.Dunne Insurances will support you 
and your business, facilitate reductions in fleet numbers, cover 
on your vehicles whilst they are laid up, and we will ensure that 
when you are not operational, that you will not be paying for 
insurance that is not required at that point in time, but keeping 
you, your business and your family fully protected.

COVID PROTOCOL:
In the event that schools are closed by order of the Department 
of Education, Science & Skills, J.F.Dunne Insurances can 
confirm that a credit for the period of the closure, whether for 
one day or two or more, will be applied to the next renewal of 
the insurance contract. This applies to schools only buses for 
obvious reasons. Fire & Theft cover will be provided for those 
vehicles for the period that the schools are closed and no road 
risk will apply, note, the vehicles will not be covered for any 
type of driving.

J.F.Dunne Insurances reacted immediately and provided 
support to its clients since the arrival of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and negotiated over €2.5m in refunds during the forced closure 
of schools and businesses. In partnership with our long term 
underwriters AIG, we were delighted to help our many clients 
through the worst of the Covid-19 impact on business, helping 
to manage the risk and reduce the financial burden on an 
ongoing basis throughout the pandemic lockdowns. Be assured 
that J.F.Dunne Insurances will be there for you throughout this 
journey, providing protection, support, advice and assistance.

Carlos Dunne. CEO


